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Question:
	What is the significance of the seven branch menorah in the Sanctuary?

Answer:
	The Hebrew word menorah means lamp in English.  Any lamp, be it free standing or mounted to a wall, ceiling, or even suspended can be considered a menorah.  There are special categories of menorot, lamps, that have special significance.  The chanukiah is a special menorah that is composed of 9 branches.  One branch for each of the 8 days of Chanukah, traditionally all at the same height, and a ninth branch for the shamash, the helper, at a different height.  

	The seven branched menorah that resides in our sanctuary serves as a reminder and representation of a traditional Jewish symbol of the menorah which stood in the innermost sanctum, in the “Holy of Holies” in the mishkan, the portable temple that traveled with the Israelites during their forty years of wandering the wilderness.  It also stood in the “Holy of Holies” in both Solomon’s Temple and the Second Temple in Jerusalem.  That menorah was crafted according to the commandment and directions found in Exodus 25:31-39 (read chapter 25: verses 31 through 39).  According to the Talmud, none of the furniture of the Temple should be recreated for use outside of the Temple.  As a result, many congregations will display a six branched menorah with a Magen David, a Shield, or more commonly translated, a Star of David replacing the center branch of the seven branched menorah to comply with this rabbinic ruling.  Since our menorah is a modern, electric design, it is more of a symbolic representation of the original design rather than a recreation, and so appropriate for use.  

Question:
	What is the deal with eggs?  While they come from chickens which are considered meat, we can mix eggs with both meat and dairy.  Is there a difference between fertilized and unfertilized eggs?

Answer:
	The laws of kashrut, the laws determining what is traditionally regarded as fit and unfit for consumption by Jews, are a combination of laws dictated by the Torah and laws crafted by the rabbis over the centuries to help us avoid transgressing this Torahidic laws.  As a result, these laws are quite complex and may not be logically consistent.  

	Exodus 34:26 and Deuteronomy 14:21 relay God’s instructions not to boil a kid in its mother’s milk.  In order to protect us from an inadvertent violation of this mitzvah, this commandment, the rabbis legislated that we are not ever to mix any meat product with any dairy product, because after co-mingling milk from several different goats during the collection process it would be difficult to determine the precise source of the milk.  Since chickens don’t lactate, why did the rabbis prohibit eating chicken with dairy products?

	The prohibition against mixing chicken with dairy is derived from a halachic principle, a principle of Jewish law, called marit ayin, the appearance of impropriety.  This principle prohibits us from engaging in activities, even though they might be permitted, which could be mistaken for prohibited conduct.  For example, a traditionally observant Jew may not use the lavatory in a Burger King, because not only might it be perceived that he or she ate in the non-kosher restaurant, but more importantly, it might give someone else the perception that the restaurant is kosher and they might eat there as a result.  With respect to the separation of chicken and dairy, chicken resembles many meat other meat products, especially veal.  Based upon the principle of marit ayin, the rabbis ruled that we therefore avoid mixing chicken and by extension all fowl with dairy.  Because eggs do not resemble another meat product, they are exempt from this ruling.  They fall into a category called parve, a Yiddish term meaning neutral, neither meat nor dairy.  As a result, eggs can be mixed and eaten with both meat and dairy products respectively.  But the rules regarding eggs do not end there.

	With supermarkets and prepackaged eggs, we tend to overlook the process by which eggs are obtained.  Historically, eggs in many forms were a major item in Jewish diets.  In terms of kashrut, an unfertilized egg collected after being laid naturally is considered kosher and parve, requiring no further steps for consumption (other than cooking).  A naturally laid fertilized egg, identified either by candling or by finding a red patch on the yolk after cracking the egg, are not considered kosher and may not be consumed; the rationale for this ruling is that all fowl must be shechted, ritually slaughtered to be eligible for kosher consumption.  The fetus found within a fertilized egg was not shechted, therefore it is not kosher.  And lastly, eggs found within the uterus of a chicken after the chicken has been shechted are considered to be part of the chicken and therefore not only can be considered kosher but also are viewed as meat, not parve, and therefore requires salting to remove residual blood before being eaten.  

Your questions can be submitted to AsktheRabbi@templebatyam.org or sent in to the Temple office.


