Reports from TBY’s Annual Meeting

May 26, 2011

RABBI’S REPORT

Rabbi David Spey

When I attended the Central Conference of American Rabbis gathering in New Orleans this spring, one of the hot topics of conversation was rabbinic transition in congregations.  There were special workshops and specialists available to help rabbis navigate the difficult waters of assuming the office of the rabbi of a congregation.  Horror stories and case studies were presented in abundance.  And as I chatted with my friends and colleagues about their experiences, I became ever more thankful for Temple Bat Yam’s invitation and my family’s and my decision to accept that invitation to come to “paradise.”

Several factors contributed to success of our transition process.  First and foremost, we all owe a great debt to Rabbi Lew Littman, not only for preparing the congregation and me for this process, but also acting as a guide and mentor to us all as we navigated the potentially difficult waters of this transition.  Often the hardest word for a rabbi to utter is ‘no’ as we often choose a career in the rabbinate because we want to be loved and to save the world.  I offer my deepest thanks to my colleague for every ‘no’ that he has offered when asked to serve in rabbinic capacity, as well as every ‘yes’ with which he has graced me when I have asked him the same.  At the same time, we offer our thanks to Marlyn, first for giving him to us as much as she does, and second for gracefully adapting to having him around so much more.  

The next people to recognize as being instrumental to the success of our transition process, are those with whom I have worked most closely.  On the professional side, our thanks must be extended to Cantor Wendy Autenrieth.  She not only steered us all through our liturgical calendar, introducing me to the traditions of Bat Yam, but kept our Religious School moving quite smoothly in its own period of transition.  As well, Ellen Nisselson, our own wonder-woman.  Without Ellen manning the wheel of our day to day operation, our finances, our phones, our calendar, and everything else that she does, we would have found ourselves in dire straits.  As well, Eleanor Robinson, has been more an essential facet of enabling our success this year, as she has help Cantor Wendy learn the intricacies of managing this synagogues Religious School.  And of course, Pepé, whose knowledge and care of our house is unmatched.  

On the congregational side, where to begin?  One of the unique qualities of our congregation is its truly warm, friendly, and welcoming atmosphere.  Not only is this spirit of community unique in South Florida, but (and it saddens me to say this) I fear nationally.  From the first of my interview during the search process, the real sense of community that exists here was palpable, and so great credit must be given to the entire congregation for accepting my family and me, reveling in our strengths and forgiving our mistakes so that we all could learn and be made stronger.  And while all of you are to be credited, I want to thank a few people, as representing all of us.  Our outgoing president, George Fredlund, and wife JoAnn need to be given recognized for the enormity of their hearts, which is reflected in all that the congregation has done this year.  Len Weiselberg, and Elissa Mogilefsky, have helped us to begin to transition from our transition to forward looking progress, to where we can be taking great congregation.  Recognition also needs to be given to all of the chairs of our committees and their members for all their hard work which helped facilitate our transition in rabbinic leadership.  So in no particular order:  Lyn Saberg, David Simon, Marcelle Rosen, Terri Voss, Brian Verger, Nate Werner, Mark Slavin, Alma Reibstein, Joan Solorow, Jody Bloch, and Diana Kauppinen as well as those who work with our affiliate organizations and tirelessly behind the scenes like Jane Grant, Naomi Smith, Elaine Goldman, our outgoing sisterhood president and oneg maven extraordinaire, Sheldon Voss, and Claudia Plafsky, our Hakol editor.  For anyone who I missed, I apologize and thank you.  

But one of the most amazing things about our transition, is all that we managed to accomplish at the same time.  This year, we saw over a 10% increase in our religious school registration from the beginning of the year to the end.  We had 10 adult students complete our Introduction to Judaism Course.  In our Text on Tuesday, aka Bible study, we actually completed and entire mishna of Talmud, as well as a chronological study of the Shema.  Our liturgical calendar was full with both the vanguard traditions, like Havdallah on the Beach and with our band, Dor l’Dor, as well as new soon to be traditions like our Shabbat of Inclusion.  Our social action agenda did not slow either, with our participation in our communities Mitzvah Day, our empty bowls dinner, and the many other projects with which our community has been engaged.  Life cycle events, funerals, shiva minyanim, B’nei Mitzvah, baby namings, and weddings all attest to the vibrancy of the community that we continue to build and nurture.  We have even had the opportunity to start looking to the future and new programs and opportunities, like a downtown ‘Lunch and Learn’ program, ‘Chavrutah Happy Hour’ and additional interfaith programs.  I look forward to working with our Federation and Jewish Family Services in a cooperative and mutually beneficial manner, so that Bat Yam will become recognized as the home for the entire East Side Jewish Community.  

The last people I have to thank for making this transition wonderful as it has been are the members of my family.  Quin and Ani adopted as positive an attitude toward moving as I have ever seen.  Dara has adapted to her new surroundings and is now working at Pine Crest.  Our parents and siblings have made the most of having relatives living in Florida, and I have refrained from teasing them about the weather, at least most of the time.  All in all, this has been a terrific year for all of my family, both those with whom I moved to Florida, and those whom we have adopted since arriving, that is all of you.  We look forward to happy and fruitful years ahead.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CANTOR/EDUCATOR’S REPORT

Cantor Wendy Autenrieth

What an interesting and rewarding year this has been for me!  Running a religious school, even a small one, is very challenging.  Much assistance was received from the Education Committee under the leadership of Jody Bloch and in the middle of the year, Diana Kauppinen.  I cannot thank them and the members of the committee enough for all of their help throughout the year.

More than anything else, we tried to establish a sense of community in our school.  Dr. Dara Spey really worked hard towards that end with the 8th, 9th and 10th grade students.  As a result, they attended Sunday classes more often throughout the year which is of course what we want.  As you will see by the honors lists in the July Hakol, many of our students achieved great things in religious school this year, including a very long list for attendance.  (We can’t teach them if they aren’t here.)  The early education department (Torah for tots, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade) learned a great deal this year:  Hebrew alphabet, holidays, Hebrew words, songs and so much more under the guidance of their teachers.  Besides the usual Family services during Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat Torah, we had six Tot Shabbat services where we encouraged this group of students as well as others in the community at large, to attend.  We hope that when the children at large are old enough, their parents will join Bat Yam and send their children to our religious school.  Grades 3 and 4 are just beginning to get the hang of the Hebrew language and the understanding of the stories in the Torah and Haftarah.  Their teachers  helped to this end.  The third graders began a two day a week program for the first time which of course intensifies their study of the Hebrew language.  The 4th graders reviewed everything from the previous year at first, and then continued their in depth studies in Hebrew and Judaica.  In the 5th, 6th and 7th grade many different reward systems were in place in the classrooms.  I encouraged lots of gaming as an alternative way to learn and made suggestions about methods of discipline, rewards and general classroom behavior.

Next year on Tuesdays, we will be introducing an elective period which the students can sign up for in August.  I will be reintroducing the youth choir, the Cantor’s Chanters, during that period as well as conversational Hebrew, Israeli dancing, arts and crafts and other classes not yet determined.  This should help to make Tuesdays a little more fun and give the students something different to look forward to at the end of a very long day.

FRESH programs (parallel parental education) continued once during the year for each grade.  Some of the topics were holiday related and some were life-cycle related as well as curriculum related such as ethical wills and several other topics.  Each grade from third thru tenth conducted a Shabbat service during the year.  Actually, the high school service which is also Confirmation is yet to come, on Friday night June 3rd.  There was great enthusiasm displayed when the students were conducting the service and singing the liturgy.  Part of that is due to their classroom teachers and their music teacher, who   has proved to be a delightful asset to our program and she will be returning next year.

In addition we took two trips this year - one to the Holocaust Memorial in Miami and one to Tomorrow’s Rainbow, a therapy farm in Coconut Creek.  We will continue to plan on more of the same for next year.  One of the reasons that this will be possible is because of the fund-raising coordinated by, a member of our education committee and your participation.  That is the Philanthropizza days at California Pizza Kitchen.  We have raised over $750 so far and we have another date - June 15th - yet to come.  Thank you all for supporting our school. 

The Empty Bowls Dinner, Shabbat of Inclusion, food delivery, serving on the American Conference of Cantors Nominating Committee, Singing For Fun and a new Adult B’nai Mitzvah class are some of the activities that I was also involved with this year.  And then there is the Temple Band - Dor L’Dor.  They continue to amaze me and make me smile.  We really have way too much fun together and we are thrilled to be able to continue playing throughout the year at Friday night services.  We will continue to plan for dates for next year.

The continued support of George Fredlund and our Board of Directors keeps all of our 

programs going.  I cannot thank you enough for all that you did this past year.  Eleanor Robinson and I have certainly become somewhat joined at the hip this past year, not only because we share a birthday but because we worked so closely together.  She kept me on task and made so many wonderful suggestions relating to the school.  Thank you Eleanor for all that you do.  Then there is Pepe who keeps our building running and clean.  He makes sure that we have what we need and we certainly couldn’t possibly do it without him.  Ellen Nisselson is not just the lady who answers the phone in the front office, she does the books, helps with budget, gets the Hakol in order each month just to name a few of her responsibilities.  She is the glue that keeps us together. TBY simply wouldn’t run well without you.  Rabbi David Spey and I have begun to forge what I hope will be a lasting relationship as the clergy team at Temple Bat Yam.  He has some great ideas and a fresh new way of looking at things that we all welcome.  He will be teaching our High School program next year that will continue the sense of community that we are hoping to build up.  Thank you and I look forward to continued success.

Then there is my honey, Bruce.  As I look forward to May 2012 when I will receive an honorary doctorate from Hebrew Union College for 25 years of service to the Jewish people as a Cantor, I can only say to you, it would never have happened if it weren’t for your support and guidance every step of the way.  I love you and I can’t wait to celebrate our 38th wedding anniversary together next month.  Thank you.

PRESIDENT’S FAREWELL

George Fredlund

Dearest Friends,

When the opportunity arose that I would be president of Temple Bat Yam several thoughts went through my reasoning process. I looked back at the temple members that had the office and I thought who am I that I could be included amongst them? I looked forward to the tasks ahead and took a gulp or two and did the next thing that I always do when I have a new challenge. I talk to smart people. I contacted one of the best leaders I knew and one of the smartest people I could think of. I wrote to his Honour Edward I. Koch. I knew he had to have something pertinent and he did. He told me that I would find my way and that in my stepping forward; the congregants would appreciate the effort and work with me. He then congratulated me.

Well, of course he was right. You all have actively been my support as Mayor Koch said. We have met with challenges and tasks that were daunting and most rewarding. So I will say that my original goal of not being the first Reform temple president, assassinated in office, sold both our stock, maybe a little too short. It soon became overwhelmingly apparent that the commitment of the temple board and the commitment of many of you is Temple Bat Yam’s best asset. Working with Rabbi Lew Littman, Cantor Wendy, Ellen, Eleanor, Cenerard and Arthur Kahn was an uplifting experience. Working with the Rabbi Selection Committee with the result of bringing Rabbi David & the Family Spey here is the topping on the cake.  I humbly thank all the members of the Board of Trustees for the time they spent carrying out the work of Temple Bat Yam. In temple governance, one must work very hard to balance the Sacred, the Financial, and the Aesthetic. Many have worked to make Temple Bat Yam the place achieves this balance.

I know that we will thank our new Temple President, Len Weiselberg and his Board of Trustees with all of our support. We, the members of Temple Bat Yam are not “lucky” we are beneficiaries of those that went ahead of us to secure our inheritance. In order to maintain and grow Temple Bat Yam, remember, every one of us, we are all ambassadors. We are all on the membership committee!

I pray that we all continue to bless God for the privilege waking up Jewish as well as members of Temple Bat Yam. But beyond the act of praying a person has to act physically. A smart person said if you want something done, you give the project to a busy person. I cannot think of a better example of the trueness of this old chestnut, than the efforts of Marcelle Rosen, Naomi Smith, Terri & Sheldon Voss and of course Jody and Mitchell Bloch in the tremendous and beautiful Temple Bat Yam Gala. I cannot think of busier people in their personal and professional lives than this crew, but they somehow made it happen. 

We can all make things happen with the correct priorities. The length and breadth of talent and knowledge, amongst us is staggering. I implore you to the join the action in the arena. I beg you to consider Temple Bat Yam in your charitable giving and in your final bequests. Take stock of your time and talents and throw them in with others in making our future. You will find lifelong friends like you, engaged securing the wellbeing of an island, of this Sacred island, our refuge of solace, our guardian of Judaism’s heritage, and our community of learning. Please take stock of this precious and sacred space, of our Rabbi and Cantor, our Teachers and our Children and pay them their due.

Temple Bat Yam is a very special place with the best and most dedicated clergy I know. This place, this Temple Bat Yam provides us with the vital tools that enable us to fulfill our obligation, to do our part in “Tikkun Olam, The Perfection of the World”. This “perfection” thing is a tall order but it is our responsibility as Jews.

If you don’t believe that you personally can have an effect, then witness the wonderful strides made by our school children. The tireless work of the parents in the Religious School Committee, the teachers, Religious School Director Cantor Autenrieth and Rabbi Spey was gloriously evidenced by the prowess and joy exhibited at the family Shabbat services by our students this past year. The joy and pride in the student’s Jewish identity in particular, was a tribute to this effort and to God. Our biggest challenge in the coming year will be securing the funding in order to keep this happening. We cannot accept anything less than the continued success of Temple Bat Yam.

In closing I would like to again thank all of you for your personal words of encouragement and for the very real efforts made by so very many of you. I can now leave Len Weiselberg with the challenging and joyful task that was entrusted to me. I know we are in the best of hands. 

By the way! Len has a new Golf & Tennis Outing coming up at Boca Lago. Show your support for Temple Bat Yam by generously giving and participating. The teams to beat this year are the Golf team of Randy Friedlander and the un-stoppable “Tennis Force” of Team Rosen! I hope to see all of you there.

One last thing I need to do is to thank my partner JoAnn.  It’s good to have a built in psychiatrist sometimes. She was this president’s analyst. 

President’s Inaugural Message

Len Weiselberg

New Beginnings-May 26, 2011

Yesterday, while sitting at a gate in Las Vegas waiting for my flight back home, I reflected on the last couple of years leading up to tonight. In our Temple By-Laws, there are no instructions how to be the president of the temple. So, I needed a lot of help from very smart and experienced people. During the last six months I have met with George and Rabbi Spey almost every Wednesday morning for breakfast. I have met with Geoff, Naomi, Harris, Terri, and Rabbi Littman. I was looking for their wisdom on what makes a good temple president. I wanted to learn about the good, the bad, the ugly. What are the positives and negatives?  Believe it or not, they were overwhelmingly in agreement on advising me on one specific item-"PLEASE DON'T JOIN THE TEMPLE BAND. PLEASE FOLLOW GEOFF'S LEAD AND DON'T SING WITH D'OR L'DOR". Nate (our new First Vice President and my successor), Naomi, Harris, Terri and George, not to worry.

I have so many people to thank for helping me getting to this point in the temple. The following are just some of them. My apologies to those I have left out:

Elissa: You have shown what it means to be a jew and living a life of Tikkun Olam-repairing the world, and tzedakah.

Rabbi Littman: For teaching the history of Judiism and inspiring Elissa and I to join TBY.

Rabbi Spey: For sharing Wednesday breakfast time with me and helping with the transition. For being our Rabbi and leading us on our Jewish path.

Cantor Wendy: For encouraging me to study with her and our B'nai Mitzvah class and concluding in our B'nai Mitvah ceremony. My mother was thrilled. For leading our temple in song.

Arthur: What can you say about Arthur Kahn? The concern and time he has given us for over two decades, is lesson for us all. He has been and continues to be a mentor.

Ellen: For keeping our temple together and never not being able to answer one of mine questions.

Geoff: For his dedication to make certain that we have a new sanctuary and social hall without borrowing a penny. For seeing his family grow up in our temple, and sharing this joy.

Naomi: For teaching me the word "commitment." 

Let me stop here for a second. Both Geoff and Naomi have decided to take a breather from being on the Board of Trustees. Naomi-for 20 years and Geoff for approaching that number. These two individuals have been instrumental in being part of our temple's tree of life. They have helped grow TBY into being this wonderful place. Thank you.

Harris: For being a friend and along with Kathy being the too most charitable people I know.

Terri: For never saying no. She even makes sure Sheldon doesn't say no as well.

George: For inspiring us all. I had over two years to think and learn about this position. George had less than 30 days. 

For all the last eight Boards of Trustees: You have been my mentors. Volunteerism and commitment. I hope that I and the new board can live up to your level of commitment to TBY.

Our Mission Statement. Bet Tefillah-House of Prayer; Bet Midrash-House of Prayer; Bet Knesset-Meeting House. Tonight we are truly a Bet Knesset.

This our temple-all of us. If we can improve, let anyone on the board know. However, please consider that we are all committed volunteers. 

Chazak, chazak, v'nitchazaek-be strong, be resolute, and let us strengthen each other.

Thank you.
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Elaine Goldman

May 2009-May 15, 2011: Sisterhood’s contributions to the TBY community include:

Purchased Industrial size refrigerator, freezer and microwave

Interest in crafts were explored with a clay bead demonstration and a book mark demonstration. 

Purchased desserts for 106 Onegs

Gala 2010 worked with Debra Werner, Sisterhood member and teacher TBY Religious School, on art project with children that was auctioned off at the Gala.

Decorated Sukkah with Religious School and Ritual Committee 2009 and 2010

Held Sukkot Luncheon for Religious School students

Created center pieces for Rabbi Littman’s farewell luncheon. These centerpieces held donated food that was donated to Broward Food Pantry in Rabbi Littman’s honor.

Arranged and oversaw two separate dinners for TBY Board and final two candidate Rabbis.

Covered cost of bus for Religious School students trip to Holocaust Museum in Miami with Rabbi Spey

Breast Cancer Month observed with a speaker who is a young Breast Cancer Survivor. Admission to event was donation of food for the Broward Food Pantry.

2010 and 2011 Cinema Paridisio Brunch and Movie 

Movie with Brotherhood “100 Voices” .

Monetary gift to Scholarship Fund of Hebrew Union College in honor of Rabbi Littman

Arranged and presented Break the Fast meal at TBY 2009-2010

Provided challah, honeycake and apple juice for congregants leaving Parker Playhouse at the end of Yom Kippur

Holocaust speaker at Sisterhood open meeting . Sale of “Holocaust Survivor Cookbook” benefits Carmei Ha’ir, a soup kitchen in downtown Jerusalem.

Cocktail Reception in honor of Dr. Dara Spey

Sisterhood sponsored a bus trip to Miami. Included in trip was the Jewish Museum, Holocaust Museum and tour of Little Havana

Classical Guitar Concert with proceeds to the Music and Cultural Programming Fund

Provided face painter for TBY open house 2009 and 2010 and Purim Party for Religious School 2009 and 2010.

Making Passover Cooking Easier held at Allied Kitchen and Bath.. Proceeds were donated by Sisterhood to The Music and Cultural Programming Fund

TBY Pot Luck dinner 2010-2011

First Lilith Salon meeting in 2009 at TBY.  Salon meets quarterly at a TBY Sisterhood members home.  Next Salon meeting June 12th.

ANNUAL CARING COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL ACTION  REPORT

Lyn Saberg

 A CARING COMMUNITY

Bikur Cholim “Visiting the Sick” in Hebrew, is a term encompassing a wide range of activities. Our Caring Community has visited our Congregants that have been hospitalized or in a rehabilitation center, made phone calls to maintain contact during their illnesses, and sent cards to many who were ailing during this past year. We also created and delivered baskets on Rosh Hashanah and Pesach to our congregants that had lost loved ones, and to those that were not able to get to services. It is the perfect opportunity to let our members know how much we care, and miss seeing them on a regular basis. A smile, a note or a phone call can really make a difference in someone else’s life, and Bikur Cholim is a true Mitzvah.

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

Through Torah, Tefillah, Tzedakah and Tikkun Olam, Temple Bat Yam works to strengthen our congregation, our community, the Jewish people, the state of Israel, and the needs of many different groups. During this past year we again participated in the Jewish Federation of Broward County’s Sixth Annual Tikkun Olam Day. We gathered at the Susan B. Anthony Recovery Center with over 250 volunteers from 25 local Synagogues and devoted the afternoon to landscaping, painting, planting gardens, sorting toiletries, cleaning, installing shelving, and organizing a pantry with baby items and more. The day ended with an ice cream social for the residents of the center and their families.  It was a marvelous day grounded in our tradition to help repair the world. We also once again were one of four host sites for the 9th Annual Filling Empty Bowls Dinners, which resulted in $2500.00 being donated to LifeNet4families/Cooperative Feeding Program, which will benefit the hungry in our community. Our Tzedakah donations for June 2010 through April 2011 benefited a wide variety of humanitarian agencies. A total of $931 was collected and distributed to groups serving those in need. We can and have made a difference in the lives of those less fortunate, even in these hard economic times.

With your continued support and participation, Temple Bat Yam’s Caring Community and Social Action Committee will continue to thrive. 

B’Shalom

Annual Gala Committee Report

Terri Voss

The TBY 26th Anniversary Celebration was certainly one to remember.

We started with a lovely Underwriting Party at the beautiful home of Marcelle and Andrew Rosen.  The party was a great preview to the island fun to follow and a show of appreciation to our many underwriters for their generous support.

The event was held at the Fishing Hall of Fame and Museum in Dania.  The venue was perfect for our theme of TV Land Island Party.   Everyone was in the spirit in their island and TV Land  “getups”, proving once again that this crowd really likes to dress up in costume.

In addition to providing beautiful spaces for our dinner, dancing, and silent auction, the Hall of Fame also opened their exhibits for our guests to browse through.   The DJ added so much spirit to the event and had everyone up line dancing.  We also had a live auction with bidding on spectacular items such as a Costa Rica getaway and weeklong Winnebago rental.   

All ages were in attendance.   We had a packed table of Temple youth having fun together and helping with the event.   

On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all of our underwriters and sponsors who made this event such a great success.   Also kudos to those who gathered up all those great silent auction items.  This year’s Gala made approximately $32,000 for the temple.  In addition, the live auction brought in donations of $4,500 for the Arthur Kahn Scholarship Fund.

Many thanks to all of the members of the committee who gave of their time, talents and enthusiasm to make this year’s Gala such a success.

Annual Endowment Committee

David Simon, Committee Chair

The economic recovery that began to take hold in June, 2009 continued to grind higher over the last 12 months, amid relatively modest valuations and still fairly solid earnings growth.  Going forward progress is expected to be uneven as stronger demand is expected to translate into above average growth in the emerging markets while balance sheet repairs are expected to dampen growth prospects in the more developed markets.  This recovery has also come with a very large price tag as budget deficits across the developed world have surged to levels that pose serious threats to sovereign credit ratings.  Still, in a more mature and stable expansion, risk assets. . i.e. equities are expected to outperform.

During this period the Endowment Fund continued to maintain an allocation of approximately 54% in diversified equity portfolios and 46% in short-term fixed income and money market investments.  

As we carefully navigate the equity and fixed income markets, I would urge our membership to consider making donations to the Endowment Fund.  The purpose of the Investment Portfolio is growth of capital and income.  While we will always maintain a minimum percentage of capital in cash and cash equivalent investments for the Temple's short-term needs, the longer term goal is of greater magnitude.  Hopefully one day we will be able to find a significant portion of the Temple's operating expenses solely from the earnings of the Endowment Fund.  With due diligence and your generosity we will get there.

A special thank you to the dedicated members of this committee; Naomi Smith, Randy Friedlander, Nate Werner, Jonathan Brody, and Chuck Tatelbaum, who continue to unselfishly volunteer their time and knowledge.
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Brian Verger

Hello, Fellow Members 

Having chaired the membership committee for over 2 years, I have had the pleasure of working with a current president, a president elect, a future president, 2 past presidents and other experienced leaders - all at the same time. 

This means that the responsibility of the “key funds” (still in use) and other choices that the committee has made have been tempered by the combined seasoning of the heart of Bat Yam. 

Results are not quite as obvious as with other merchandising. We have found that the best method is getting our name out to the potential public so that those who need us can find us and want to become members. 

Membership committee continues to press on. The term “press’ is more than appropriate. We have found through the thoughtful, creative and diligent work of Jane Grant’s firm, Pierson Grant, press releases to the local papers as “current event updates” has given us exposure we otherwise would never experience. 

As well, organizing and tailoring special reports on Cantor, Rabbi and our calendar gives us “newsworthy” placement on the social pages of many local publications that we could not afford to publish - especially without the disclaimer “advertisement”. 

We continue to show our appreciation to new members by sending welcome baskets. The notes and letters we receive indicate the surprise and delight in our deliveries. 

We have 21 new members this year as opposed to 11 at this time last year.  Membership thanks you for your confidence.
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Sheldon Voss, President

2010-2011

The following are the programs that Brotherhood participated in, sponsored and supported this year:

Star of David Book Presentation

Anti-Bulling Program

Bar-B-Q/Popcorn for Purim 

Hosted Shabbat Of Inclusion 

Co-Hosted Temple Movie Night

Bar-B-Q Havdallah On The Beach

Ad for Membership Directory/Ad Journal

ANNUAL RITUAL  COMMITTEE  REPORT

Joan S. Solorow

As we think back on this past year, it is almost overwhelming to recognize all the things that TBY has done!   Last summer was especially exciting with all the activities involved concerning the retirement of Rabbi Littman and the coming of Rabbi Spey.  The Spey family quickly became a part of our TBY family, and it has been a joy to see them so involved in many of our activities.

The Ritual Committee began the year supporting and helping with the preparation for the High Holy Days and helped organize member participation. Thank You, Cantor Wendy and Ellen Nisselson for all the help you gave me to complete this task. With the cooperation of participants and their families by sitting in a reserved area, the services continued smoothly.  Immediately following Yom Kippur, the decorating of the Succah was again shared by members of both the Ritual Committee and Sisterhood, and Simchat Torah gave an opportunity for anyone wishing to do so, to be able to hold and march with the Torah.   

Once the Holidays were over, we again followed our practice of holding meetings almost every month, trying to work on details of services, supporting Rabbi Spey, and planning the special services that our committee has established over the years.  It was good to see so many of you at our first Havdallah/BBQ on the Beach last Saturday.  Sharing Havdallah on the beach and patio are among the activities which we started that have a special meaning for me, as are the Greeter/Usher program, Greeting the Sabbath Bride, and especially the Minyan Community.  All have become a part of our TBY “traditions” and I hope will continue through the years.  They all have been successful because the members of the TBY family who worked on them made them successful.  Once it was determined to have Greeters/Ushers at Friday night Shabbat services, first Lila and then Sophie worked hard to guarantee that we have someone greeting worshipers every Friday night for Shabbat services without ever missing a Shabbat!  This is no easy task.  I thank you both.  The same is true for everyone participating in the Minyan Community; these are the members who make our temple family a family, by assuring every mourner in our congregation has a minyan for a shiva service if they wish it. I also want to thank all of the people who became members of the committee during these past years.  Everyone worked hard to provide new ideas for expressing our love of God, and for making these ideas materialize as well as become successful.  They all have my grateful thanks.  Nothing could have been accomplished, however, without the guidance and support of Rabbi Littman, Rabbi Spey, Cantor Wendy, and Ellen Nisselson.   They always made me “look good” and taught me so very much, that after a while, even I knew what I was doing!  Thank you, so very much.

We are now entering another period of change.  George Fredlund passes on the presidential gavel to Len Weiselberg.  George has guided and led us with immense dedication over the past two years, and we want to thank him for his service.  Now, we are looking forward to Len’s leadership, knowing that our congregation is in good hands.  Of course, we shall support and help Len wherever and whenever we can.  My years of Ritual Committee Chair are also coming to an end.  Tonight, Mitch Bloch will assume these duties.  I am confident that Mitch will guide the committee with new ideas and programs which I shall help and support.  He has already thought of a way to hold our “Greeting the Sabbath Bride” Chuppah poles, and all of us who have participated in doing this, as well as our backs, thank him.
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Alma Reibstein

Club 50 - Temple Bat Yam’s social club for active adults meets six Sundays each year from November to April at different restaurants not far from the Temple as we return to the Temple’s social hall for a meeting and entertainment for an hour after a complete dinner.  We meet at each restaurant by 5:30 p.m. and when we return to the social hall our short meetings inform our members of  the various events and special services we will be able to enjoy at the Temple in the coming weeks.

We have been able to obtain the services of a number of men and women who are available to sing and dance, provide humor with a Jewish flavor, a professor to discuss Jewish concerns with us, and even a mentalist/magician, as our entertainers.

The dinners provide the opportunity of members of the Temple Bat Yam to meet informally at dinner so that we will know the names and background to be more familiar with Temple members when we all pray and sing at services on Friday evenings and other special services.

The group welcomes new members to join at any time throughout the year. 

